
Happy Friday CMS Families, 
Once again we’ve had a busy week here at CMS and I’ll take a moment to recap some of the 
highlights. 
First, this week CMS participated in National Kindness Week with our leadership class issuing 
personal challenges to our student body to engage in acts of kindness on a daily basis 
throughout the week.  Check in with your student to see if they made an effort to improve or 
make a difference in the life of another person this week due to the messaging and challenges 
from our leadership class.  
On Thursday during our all school Gathering, our leadership class presented some small skits 
about the use of negative words they frequently hear around campus.  Their skits focused on 
the derogatory use of the words “Retarded”, “Gay”, and use of the insult “You (do something) 
like a girl”.  The message to our student body was that each of these words or phrases should 
never be used to put anyone down and that the use of these words in a negative manner can be 
insulting to a large group of people.  Several years ago students at Carmel High School and 
Carmel Middle School, inspired by a national movement through the Safe Schools Coalition, 
embarked on a “Use Another Word” Campaign encouraging students to move away from 
derogatory, disrespectful, or otherwise offensive language.  Please encourage your students to 
consider the use of these words, and, if they hear people at our school using this language 
encourage them to simply say, “Use another word please” as a way to help our environment 
remain safe for everyone. 
 I’d like to thank and acknowledge our leadership students for taking part in this student led 
initiative to address a concern they see as students.   It takes a lot of courage to stand up in 
front of the entire student body and ask for positive change! 
Friday we hosted an all school celebration featuring an extended break and hot chocolate and 
donuts for everyone.  The celebration marks the end of the first trimester and is the culminating 
event for our school’s Kindness Week.  On every cup of hot chocolate students could find 
positive or inspirational messages featuring everyone from Dory, “Just keep swimming” to the 
author/poet A.A. Mine, “You’re braver than you believe, stronger than you seem, and smarter 
than you think.”  Ask your child tonight what the message on their cup said and, ask them if they 
shared it with anyone.  
I’d like to extend gratitude to all our parent volunteers for helping us make this event successful 
and I’d like to thank our PTO for continuing to fund events like this.  I know it might seem funny, 
but providing all students with hot chocolate and donuts during an extended break really is a 
community building experience and something that just spreads general good will among our 
students.  Thanks again to everyone who worked so hard to make this happen! 
We’ve got a short week lined up next week and school will only be open on Monday and 
Tuesday.  Tuesday we’ll be hosting our Staff versus Students Volleyball Game and the 



Undefeated Faculty All-Stars will look to continue their perfect record against the students.  This 
event is always a lot of fun and it gets VERY competitive.  I’ll send out a quick update on the 
game Tuesday after school.  
That’s it for the week.  Thanks for reading! 
Yearbook Baby Pictures are still needed for 8th grade students.  Pictures need to be in by 
Nov. 30th! 
MEarth Farmer’s Market on Monday: Kick off your Thanksgiving week with some veggies! 
MEarth is having a Farmer's Market on Monday, 11/19, after school in front of Carmel Middle 
School. Stop by and get some fresh and organic produce before enjoying your holiday break. 
Ohm Connect Update - Still Time to Join the Movement: The Environmental Club would like 
to thank our three new Ohm Connect Team Members from last week! We now have over 20 
team members who have saved 2.2 kilowatt hours-enough electricity to play an X-box for 15 
hours straight! Our top team member has already earned $50 and all other members have $10 
each. Mrs. Chupka has donated $280 to team prizes. If you sign up in the next two weeks, Mrs. 
Chupka will double the $20 donation to team prizes due to a promotion on Ohm Connect. 
Information on how to sign up for the free energy-saving Ohm Connect program can be found 
on MySchool on the Environmental Club page or contact Mrs. Chupka for more information on 
how to help preserve our ocean while saving energy, making money, and having fun! 
At our PTO meeting on Wednesday morning we discussed the importance of sharing with our 
families the manner in which we are spending our Serve A Thon Funds.  To that end, I’ll be 
starting a new section in our Friday communication highlighting some of the teacher grants and 
large projects SAT funds are covering.  This week, the update is in regular font color, but as we 
add items to this list I’ll put newly funded projects in a different color.  As the list grows my plan 
is to move it down toward the bottom of the newsletter, but we hope that you’ll take a look at it 
every now and then to keep up with some of the fantastic ways our fundraiser is impacting 
educational opportunities here at CMS.  Thanks again for your generosity and work with the 
Serve A Thon! 
 
Serve A Thon Spending – No New Updates 
So far this year the PTO has used SAT funds to purchase the following: 

1. $500 to purchase a portable Green Screen to be used for student video projects. 
2. $800 to purchase new drill sets for our Industrial Arts Class – Older sets are 

moving to Makers Space and will be used in our Theater for set construction. 
3. $3000 to purchase several display cases that will be used throughout campus for 

positive messaging, displaying fantastic student work, and advertising upcoming 
school events. 



4. $4000 to the Science department to fund the Pollinator Project – This project will 
engage students in the planting of native plants that attract pollinator species allowing 
student to study insects and birds up close. Students are involved in every aspect of 
the project including planning, planting, maintenance, observation, data collection, and 
a variety of studies.  

5. $8000 to the Computer Science department to purchase 24 Vex Robotics kits – 
This purchase moves our Computer Applications and Coding classes into the future! 
Advanced classes will learn linear coding while programming robots to complete 
various challenges.  As an added benefit, our 6th Grade Coding class will inherit the 
Lego Robotics kits formerly used in our advanced class and begin using block coding 
to engage and program their robots!  This purchase is a big win for the entire program 
and will have a positive impact on around 300+ students who cycle through the 6th 
grade elective and sign up for the Computer Application class each year.  

We are also examining several possibilities for large scale improvement projects and I’ll keep 
you posted on the progress of these projects once we have approval to move forward.  
  
Calendar 
November 
21. - 23. Thanksgiving Break, School closed 
December 
7. Carmel Tree Lighting Ceremony, 4:00 - 5:30 p.m. 
9. Hospice Giving Foundation - Tree of Life Ceremony, Portola Hotel, 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. 
10. - 14th Canned Food Drive 
11. CMS Winter Concert, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
19. CMS Cougar Cub Concert, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
24. - Jan. 4 - Winter Break 
January 
7. Staff Development - School closed 
11. Cycle Change - 2nd Trimester Progress Reports 
11. Not In Our School Day 
16. Geo Bee Finals, CMS Library, 11:30 - 12:00 p.m. 
17. - 19 CCS Honor Band and Orchestra - Pacific Grove Middle School 
21. Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday - No School 
22. - Feb.1 Nepal Fundraiser 
24 - 26. CCS Honor Choir Event 
February 
6. CJSF Induction, Library, 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. 



8. February Dance - CMS Gym, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
14. Sportsnet closes for Spring Sports, 5:00 p.m. 
14. - 19 All-State Band and Orchestra / CASMEC 
18 - 22 February Break - school closed 
25. - March 1 Spring Sports Tryouts 
27. CJSF 8th Grade Stanford Trip , Stanford Univ, 7:30 - 2:30 p.m. 
 
 


